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PHOSPHATE

In the mid |9th century, phosphate was proven to
greatly enhance the productiviy of farmbind,
Competition was Serce for acoess to the rich tracts in
the Peace River Batin as the demand in Europe and
ehiowhere growe By 1902 the Amarican Agricultural
Chemical Company (AACCo), a conglomerate of
America’s ading feroizer manuficeurers led by the
Bradieys of Boston, completed the buyout of the
Peace River Phosphate Mining Comgany and became
thit leading producer of the regicn,
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Phesphate was discovered in the lower Peaco
River in 188.This finding remained unpublicized
unail 1885 when the news began to spread and a
mamber of quickly formed phasphate comparies
competed to purchase phosphate-bearing sives,

Phosphate is a product of fossilized animal
bones  but  predomenanty  from  the
accumulation. ower millions of years, of the
disinegrated remairs of animal organisms
that lived in the sea. One story tells of
prospectors tying their rowboat to what they
Belirwed was & tred roct only to dacover that
it was in fact a mastodon's tusk.

The phosphate wat mined cut of the river
bed, initially with picks and shovels and, later,
with suction dredges. then dried and barged
down the river to Charlotte Harbor to be
loaded onto ships anchored in the deap water
just intide Boca Grande Pass off the south end
of Gasparilla Island.




