‘When Spanish fishermen returned to the area
in the 1600s, they discovered the mal reasure
of Charbatte Harbor: the rich fishing grounds.
Cubanfindan Yish ranches” were set up by
thee Spanish to harvest fish for marken in
mazshad of cwring fish by drying and then
packireg them in salt.

In the 18705, a permanent fah camp called
Peacon’s fish ranch was established on the
north erd of Gasparilla lstaned, The mallet and
their roe were processed and shipped to
Cuba. Ik was the first ploneer settlement on
the iskaned.

The Red Gil Fish House was bailt in 1909 on
a long dock at the end of |5t Streex In 1926 it
became part of Whadders Sealocd Marker
and now the location of “The Gasparilla Island
Maritime Museum.”

FISHERFOLK

A fish house located on the East Dok at the
end af 4th Street was beased by the Gasparilla
Fishery in 1939 and called the Bom Grande
Fishary. The fishory Fad a rewil market in
town and it was hter relocated w Bayou
Drwive and closed in 1990,

In Movember 1994,a net ban was approved by
Flarida voters, which made iz urliwful 1o use
entangling nets in S@re waters. This ban

browght an end te a long oradicion of
commercial fishing on Gasparila klnd.
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Argund 1914, 3 fish house was buile an the railroad
stop just to the north of Peacons fish ranch. The
railread budl 16 houses ve atract fishenmen and their
families. This new village was known as Gasparila, k
was supplicd with ice from che mainland, and the fish
were packed, and shipped by rail. Peacon's fishery was
soon abandoned. Dependence on ice shipments and
rail rramsportation finally ended whon the Gasparilla
Fisheery buikt their awn ice plant in Plcida in 1944 and
shippad iced fish north by truck, All the land at the
north end of the island wai sold to a developer in
1945, However, a few fishing families cominued to lve
in Gasparills wntil about 1956,




